Possible intercessions for use in preparation for October 16/17
For Archbishop Nienstedt, and the leaders of our local Church, that they may be blessed with wisdom and insight in these final weeks of our Archdiocesan Planning Process, we pray to the Lord. 

For our local Church; that our Archdiocesan Planning Process will strengthen us as a communion of faith, hope and love, we pray to the Lord.

For our parish, that the Eucharist we celebrate here will lead us to mission in the world, we pray to the Lord. 

For our Archdiocesan parishes and schools facing change and transition, that love and solidarity may overcome fear and sadness, we pray to the Lord.

For the success of our Archdiocesan Planning Process, that we may work together toward a more vibrant and vital local Church, we pray to the Lord.

Possible prayers for use in preparation for October 16/17
Blessed are you, gracious God,

maker of heaven and earth.

You have chosen us to be your people,

and we thank you for your love. 

Be with us as we prepare for change and transition. 

Help us to meet one another in joy,

and work together for your glory,

May our efforts, guided by you,

bring about a renewed and revitalized local Church.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Saint Paul, pray for us.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 

___________________________________

Lord our God,

You called your servant Abraham 

to go forth from his home to a new land.

With mighty hand and outstretched arm

you led your people Israel through the desert.

You never abandoned your people,

and you continue to accompany us with love 

as we journey through life.

Be with us in this time of transition.

Bless and guide this Archdiocese

as we seek to build a communion of faith, hope and love.

Watch over the anxious and hurting.

Let them find in your Son

comfort in their sadness,

certainty in their doubt

and courage to live through change.

When our pilgrimage on earth is complete

welcome us into our one true home,

the heavenly city Jerusalem,

where we shall praise you and give you glory

for ever and ever.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Saint Paul, pray for us.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 

This prayer was used before every session of the Second Vatican Council and was also used by the Archdiocesan Strategic Planning Task Force before each of its meetings. Parishes may wish to pray this prayer in solidarity with the universal Church and the Task Force:

We stand before you, Holy Spirit,

conscious of our sinfulness,

but aware that we gather in your name.

Come to us, remain with us,

and enlighten our hearts.

Give us light and strength

to know your will,

to make it our own,

and to live it in our lives.

Guide us by your wisdom,

support us by your power,

for you are God, sharing the glory of Father and Son.

You desire justice for all;

enable us to uphold the rights of others;

do not allow us to be misled by ignorance

or corrupted by fear or favor.

Unite us to yourself in the bond of love

and keep us faithful to all that is true.

As we gather in your name, may we temper justice with love,

so that all our discussions and reflections

may be pleasing to you, and earn the reward

promised to good and faithful servants.

We ask this of you who live and reign with the

Father and the Son, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

